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Poll Taken Is Six To One In Favor 


By ANNA KELTON WILEY 


N April 26, 1944, at the Convention of the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, held at St. Louis, 
Mo., the result of the poll of the 16,500 clubs was 
announced as six to one in favor of the Equal Rights 
Amendment for equal constitutional status for men 
and women. This was a ratification of the favorable 
action of the Board of Directors taken July 1, 1943, 
at Swampscott, Mass., with only three dissenting votes. 
At that time the Board voted unanimously to submit 
the question to the individual clubs so that any clubs 
not in accord could register opposition. 

A Resolution was submitted to every club for action, 
accompanied by a Quiz, giving information on the 
proposed constitutional amendment, answering all 
questions. During the six months from October 19, 
1948, to April 26, 1944, thousands of pieces of litera- 
ture were sent from the National Headquarters of the 
General Federation; from the National Headquarters 
of the National Woman’s Party; by myself as Chair- 
man of Legislation of the General Federation, and by 
members of the N. W. P. in the States, working in 
harmony with the clubwomen, many women being 
members of both organizations. Many speakers went 
hither and yon, addressing clubs far and wide, and 
letters by the hundreds went to clubwomen seeking 
assistance. It was a tremendous educational cam- 
paign. As always, when truth is at stake, truth wins 


sees the need for equal constitutional sta 
and women in the post-war world. 


The first speaker of the evening was the Honorable 
Flor Trujillo, the charming daughter of the President 
of the Dominican Republic, who is the Minister- 
Counselor of the Embassy of the Dominican Republic 
in the United States. Sefiora Trujillo has been inter- 
ested in the betterment of women and took an active 
part in the establishment of the present advanced 
status which the Dominican women enjoy. Sefiora 
Trujillo asserted in her speech that the feminist move- 
ment, already firmly rooted in her country, will spread 
to every country in Central and South America. 
“Latin-American women,” she said, “will strive to 
emulate you, their northern sisters.” At the conclusion 
of her speech, Sefiora Trujillo presented Mrs. White- 
hurst with an official decoration from her government. 
Mrs. Whitehurst was the guest of the Dominican Re- 

ublic on the occasion of its centennial celebration 

ebruary 23rd to March 4th, 1944. 

The next speaker was Sefiorita Minerva Bernardino, 
Chairman of the Inter-American Commission of Wo- 
men (see page 40), who is also a feminist leader of 
the Dominican Republic. She was appointed by her 
government a member of the Commission in 1933 


‘and was sent to Montevideo to attend the Seventh Pan- 


American Conference of the American States. She 


out run, although sometimes the run seems of the 


v 
on sion of Women, by the Governing Board of the Pan- 
“the Sho "pom was American Union, November 3, 1948. Sefiorita Ber- 
made at a brilliant evening meeting of the Convention, : - — 
nin the Gold Room of the Jefferson Hotel, gay with the nardino reviewed the work of the Commission. 
its] draped flags of the States, attended by two thousand Zefiorita Bernardino introduced Doctora Ofelia Men- 
ds men and women in evening attire. Mrs. John L. doza de Barret, Commissioner from Honduras, who 
ast ~=6Whitehurst, president of the General Federation, spoke of the women of her country and then introduced 
en] throughout the Convention graciously invited her de- Sefiorita Angelica Fuselli, the Commissioner from the 
lls} partment chairmen to preside at the various post-war Argentine, an author of that country, who said: 
na] forums. This Forum was on Equal Status for Men come from the far-away lands, where the plants of 
we and Women”. It was my pleasant duty to preside at America take root. I bring the greetings sent by the 
at this momentous meeting and introduce the speakers. stars of our Southern Cross to the Stars of your 
I felt that I had arrived at a high point in my life's Northern Flag. I greet the active and dutiful women 
el experience, the culmination of dreams and hopes of FF 
8 thirteen years. It was in 1931 that I began actively ell as I bring all. 2 — and cordiality and 
to working to turn the members of the General Federa- many, many thanks for the marvelous hospitality which 
ple tion from opposition to endorsement. In 1934 a Study this great country has offered me. I repeat my wish to | 
of Resolution was passed, renewed in 1940 and in 1941, cooperate in the great work for ounae Nations, in 
el with the inauguration of Mrs. John L. Whitehurst as : 
a president, the opportunity came to turn education into 
endorsement. wish here to praise the courage and 
clearsightedness of this great leader of women, who 


which the world of Columbus is 


The closing speech of the evening was made by 
dynamic and charming Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, our 
(Continued on Page 38) | 
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NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
OBJECT 
secure women complete equality with men under the law and in 
Rights Amendment to the Constitution. 
THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 


shall take effect 1222 date of ratification.’’ 
History in Present 


Congress 
House Joint Resolution No. 1 Introduced Jan, 8 1943, in House 
— b Sab hues to full 
co-sponsors. ub-Ju 
Judiciary Committee with 4 — favorable recommendati 


charge Petition initiated Feb. 15; 1944, by Rep. 
to bring Amendment to vote on floor of House. 
Senate Joint Resolution 1 25 Introduced Jan 
Senate by Senator Guy M. Gillette (Iowa 
co-sponsors. favorably by the Judiciary 
the Senate, May 28, 1948. Now on Senate calendar. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL 
WOMAN S PARTY 


The National Council of the N. W. P. consists of the past Ohair- 
the Chairman of each of the State an es and the 
tional Councils and twenty Members at 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Del. 
Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd, 

Sh ton Matthews, D. O. 
; e . 
Charles Ore, 


3 


FF) 


Doris N. V. 
Hunt West, Ha. 

Anna Kelton Wiley, D. O. 

Lacy Rice Winkler, Cal. 


Mrs. W. 8. Guyer, Kan. 


The Fourth Governor To Endorse 


STATE OF VERMONT 
Executive Department 
Montpelier, Vermont 
May 3, 1944. 
Statement of GOVERNOR WM. H. WILLS, 
Governor of the State of Vermont. 

“T feel that the Equal Rights Amendment is a recog- 
nition which is past due to the women of America. 
I am glad to endorse this Amendment. I sincerely 
hope that it will soon be submitted to the States for 
ratification. Please count on me for any support 
which I can lend to this very worthy cause. 


(Signed) WILLIAM H. WILLS, 
Governor, of the State of Vermont. 


Clubs Of The General Federation 
Endorse Equal Rights Amendment 
| (Continued from Page 37) 


Se of Legislation of the National Woman’s 
Mrs. Miller opened her speech by congratulating the 

General Federation on the stand it has taken. She 

explained the opposition as nothing strange, saying: 


“All progressive ideas are opposed persons and 
organizations who, though they may be 2 — seem to 
lack true vision. One of the most amusing chapters in 
the history of our country will be the story of the 
women who organized against their political freedom 
through anti-suffrage leagues, but the most incompre- 
hensible chapter of the world’s history is being made 
right now and right here in our own country where 
women, who once worked for suffrage, now oppose the 
Equal Rights Amendment, which is but a corollary to 
the suffrage amendment. The suffrage amendment gave 
us only political freedom. We should now be granted 
legal civil freedom.” 


Mrs. Miller pictured what would happen to a gallant 
WAC, WAVE, SPAR or WASP if after the war is over 
this brave young woman should assume the duties of 
wife and mother and settle down in any one of many 
States, where she would find numerous discriminations 
leveled against her, her competency questioned, and 
her right to earn a supplemental income denied. 


Mrs. Miller closed her speech by saying: 


“Women of the Federation, you who have done so much 
to enlarge the outlook and advance the interests of the 
women of the United States., yours is now the glorious 
opportunity to go forward for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. I know you will not fail the millions of other 
women who are now awaiting your decision.” 


She then read an encouraging letter from Senator 
Harry S. Truman of Missouri, which follows: 


Letter from Senator Harry S. Truman 


Dear Mrs. Miller: 


I understand you are 


to visit the great state of 
Missouri and will address Federation of Women’s 
Clubs in St. Louis. 


Please express my sincere regret at not being able to 
to attend the meeting to which I received an invitation, 
but due to other engagements it is not possible for me 
to be present. 

Say to them that I am in sympathy with their fight 
for the Equal Rights Amendment because I think it 
will improve the standard of living by setting a level on 
wages equal for both sexes. 

I have no fear of its effect on the home life of the 

American people. Nearly every man has his woman on 
a pedestal anyway and this will only make the legal 
aspects of the situation more satisfactory from the 
country. 

I am sure you will have a cordial reception in the 
great City of St. Louis, and I know you will enjoy being 
a guest the t State which I represent in the 
Senate of the U States. 

Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) Harry S. TRUMAN, U. S. S. 


(Note: A complete copy of this speech of Mrs. Miller can be 
secured from Headquarters.) 


Recent Appointments Of Women In Baltimore 


The only two women to be appointed by Mayor 
Theodore R. McKeldin, of Baltimore, Md., to salaried 
positions in the City Government are members of the 
N. W. P., namely Mrs. Alma Harrison Ambrose, to be 
Public Relations Official of the Bureau of Street Clean- 
ing, and Helen Elizabeth Brown, who was appointed to 
be Assistant City Solicitor. | ; 
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Outlook For 1944 


The crowning event of the week-end meeting of the 
National Council of the Woman’s Party was the meet- 
ing and tea Sunday afternoon, April 16, sponsored by 
the Finance Committee and its chairman, Dr. Florence 
Armstrong. Alva Belmont House was taxed to its 
limit with guests filling the drawing room, dining 
room, corridors, terraces, and library. Loud speakers 
installed throughout the building brought the program 
to everyone. 

Rarely has greater enthusiasm or a finer spirit of 
hope and determination prevailed. Mrs. Harvey Wiley, 
past national chairman of the Woman’s Party, presided 
and made a comparison of the situation 31 years ago, 
when the National Woman’s Party started its cam- 
— for equality in 1913 by working for the Federal 

uffrage Amendment, with the present when 24 sena- 
tors and 43 representatives joined in introducing the 
Equal Rights Amendment in Congress; when news- 
papers and radio commentators the country over sup- 
port it, and 27 national women’s organizations are 
directing their combined influence to pass it. “Only a 
divine spark,” she said, “could kindle human hearts 
to bring about the victories won. Only a profound 
patience which had a spiritual significance could have 
today achieved the ‘taken hill’ of our position in 1944.” 
Mrs. Wiley introduced Senator Hattie Caraway (Demo- 
crat) of Arkansas, the only woman member of the 
Senate, who is taking a poll of Senatorial opinion of 
the Amendment. Mrs. Caraway, who has two sons 
on the battlefront, spoke of the importance of woman’s 
place at the peace table. “The amendment,” she said, 
“is decidedly on the way to victory,” and she finished 
her brief talk of encouragement with “Godspeed and 
good luck to you.” 

The next speaker, Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, was 
introduced as an outstanding feminist, the first woman 
to receive a vote for President in a nominating conven- 
tion since the ranchisement of women, and the 
mother of two sons on the battlefront and two in essen- 
tial war work. As Congressional co-chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, she outlined the work being 
done constantly to gain support in Congress. 

Senator Gillette, chief sponsor of the Amendment 
in the Senate, followed with a stimulating speech of 
encouragement: 

ou , we can prou 
to take a backward step. Always we have r ahead 
gaining in support and popularity. Today the Amend- 
ment has more support, more prestige, and more popu- 
larity than ever before. This was shown when 23 Sen- 
ators joined me as sponsors in introducing the Amend- 
ment in this session and I was impressed by the num- 
bers who came voluntarily and asked to be sponsors, 
„ cannot conceive of any member of Congress oppos- 
ing a measure which has the wealth and support this 
measure has. We can bring the Amendment up at any 
time now in the Senate but we must first ask ourselves 
when is the right moment.” 


The Senator followed with a few concrete sugges- 
tions on the best manner of procedure: 


“First,” he said, “see that each or political party 
puts an Equal Rights plank in its platform this sum- 
mer. Second, have your leader in each of the 48 states 
ask for a statement from their two Senators on what 
would be their action if it were called up and have the 
replies sent to me or Mrs. Caraway. Three, give all 


assistance possible to Representative Cannon in secur- 
ing signatures to the discharge petition to bring the 
Amendment out on the floor.” 


A telegram from Representative Cannon, in Miami, 
who introduced the discharge petition in the House, 


Endorsements And Announcements 


UNITED STATES SENATE 
Committee on Banking and Currency 


April 10, 1944. 


MISS KATHARINE A. Norris, Convenor 


Women’s Joint Legislative Committee for Equal Rights, 
Alva Belmont House, Capitol Hill, Washington 2, D. C. 
Dear Miss Norris: 

* * * It is certainly my opinnion that if women 


want equal rights, they are entitled to them. I will do 
what I can to see that this bill is passed. 


Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) GEORGE L. RADCLIFFE. 


COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Washington, D. C. | 
March 23, 1944. 
Miss NORMA F. WHEATON, 
Hudson & Hudson, 
704 Ritz Building, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


Dear Miss Wheaton: 
Many thanks for your gracious letter of March 20. 


I would like for you to know that I am whole- 
heartedly, earnestly for the Equal Rights Amendment 
and I am enlisted, not for one or two battles, but for 
the war, so far as it is concerned. | 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Louis LupLow. 


was read and greeted with applause. The telegram 
read as follows: 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 


MISS ALICE PAUL 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER PRIMARY, IN MAY, I 
AM RETURNING TO WASHINGTON. AT THAT 
TIME I PLAN TO TAKE UP THE PETITION FOR 
THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT. I FEEL WE 
HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO CONFIDENCE. THE 
NECESSARY SIGNATURES WILL BE EVENTU- 
ALLY OBTAINED. SINCERELY, 

PAT CANNON. 


Senator Capper of Kansas, an old friend of the Party 
and supporter of the Amendment, was introduced. 
He assured the audience of his belief that the day of 
final victory in the Senate was at hand. 

Mrs. Nina Horton Avery of Virginia, member of 
the National Congressional Committee of the Woman’s 
Party, read a resolution asking President Roosevelt 
to receive a deputation from the 27 supporting na- 
tional organizations which would present their views 
on the Amendment. The resolution was adopted 
enthusiastically. 

The Chairman of the Iowa Branch, Mrs. Ralph E. 
Hayden, spoke briefly of the support of the Amend- 
ment in the Middle West and said it seemed equally 
popular with the Republican and Democratic women. 
She read a message from Governor Hickenlooper, giv- 
ing his support to the Amendment. 


Anita Pollitzer, Chairman of the New York City 
Branch of the Woman’s Party, took the floor in the 
interest of the Finance Committee and asked for 
pledges of financial aid. The spirit of enthusiasm 
mounted rapidly as the contributions led off with a 
gift of $1000 from Mrs. Barry of Alexandria, Virgini 
which was quickly followed by many other pledges. 


APRIL 16, 1944, 
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Inter-American Commission Of Women Honored 


By GAETA WOLD BOYER . 


AY event of great significance was the luncheon given 
by ninety women’s organizations, at the Mayflower 
Hotel, Monday, April 17, in honor of the visiting mem- 
bers of the Inter-American Commission of Women. 
The Commission consists of one member from each of 
the American Republics, and nineteen of the twenty- 
one countries were represented at this year’s con- 
ference. 

The National Woman’s Party, as the parent of the 
Inter-American Commission of Women, was granted 
Table No. 1 at the luncheon, immediately in front of 
the speakers’ stand. As the luncheon came at the 
close of the week-end conference of the National 
Council of the Woman’s Party, and as its members felt 
a measure of possessive pride in the Commission, 
several of the Council members stayed over. So many 
were the requests for places received that a second 
— was taken in the name of the World Woman’s 

v. 


Miss Mabel Vernon, who had arranged the luncheon, 


id a brief tribute to Latin American friendship and 
— presented Mrs. Harlan Fiske Stone, the wife of 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, who in turn 
introduced each Commissioner. A spirit of friendship 
and cooperation prevailed and each member, as she 
rose to speak briefly of her country, was greeted with 
great applause. Each stressed the need for political 
and civil equality for women in her country. 

Sefiorita Minerva Bernardino, chairman of the Com- 
mission and member from the Dominican Republic, 
was the first speaker, and members of the National 
Woman’s Party glowed with pride as she told of the 
origin of the Commission. Much praise is due Sefio- 
rita Bernardino because in the past few stormy years 
while efforts were being constantly made to change 
the character of the Commission, she has stood stead- 
fast and almost alone in her insistence that the Com- 
mission was created specifically to study and secure 
. for women, and she has refused to let it be 
div to other purposes. She stated: 


Some years ago, at a time when the Good Neighbor 
Policy had searcely been spoken of, in 1928, the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, in response to a cordial invita- 
tion by the women of 2 sent several representatives 
to meet with distinguished women of other nations of 
the Americas and to ask that they be heard at one of 
the most important sessions of the Sixth International 
Conference of American States. 

We want to be your sisters, your equals in the 


adventure of life,’ said Doris Stevens. ‘We must be so 
in a civilized society.’ 


“As a consequence of that request of the women, the 
— created — — — 
810n om O1 one rom 
American Republic designated by * ive gov- 
ernments and charged with the duty of working for the 
civil and political equality of women of the continent.“ 
Sefiorita Bernardino reviewed the work of the Com- 
mission under the leadership of Miss Stevens and told 
of the fruit of its efforts in securing woman suffrage 
for Ecuador in 1929, Brazil in 1932, Uruguay in 1934, 
Cuba in 1934, El Salvador in 1939, and the Dominican 
Republic in 1942. She spoke of the adoption of the 
Equal Nationality Treaty by the Pan-American Con- 
ference in 1933, later signed by most of the American 
222 and 2 a Ange ge appeal to women of all 
e Americas unite in building a better world. 
She said, in part: 
“The degree of pro achieved by women in the 
other American Re 1 not compati i 
unjustifiable in uality to which they — 1 


“The Commission considers that the dark and tragic 
humanity is at present af- 


circumstances with which 


period. 
only appeal to the governments of the countries which 
have not yet granted rights to women to do so in ac- 
cordance with the domestic circumstances of each coun- 
try, but will —_ that women be represented at the 
so that assuring 


peace they may have a part in 
a just and 


peace, 

“The Commission holds that since women have given 
their lives and the lives of their sons for victory in 
this struggle, they should also be consulted, on an equal 
level with men, in the peace negotiations. 

“We are living through the most trying and tragic 
time in the history of mankind. The women of Latin 
America have given what might be called relative 
port in this world struggle for the survival of the 

rinciples of democracy. But if the support has not 
— of their 
full rights has been a handicap to their activities. 

But the women of the Commission know that the un- 
precedented help to final victory being given the 
women of the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet 
Union, and China will be the torch that in the recon- 
struction of the new world will light the way for the 
women of all countries to the full enjoyment of their 
citizenship.” | 

The Commissioners met in a plenary session at the 
Pan American Union Thursday night, which closed the 
conference. Dr. Leo S. Rowe introduced Senorita 


Bernardino, who reviewed briefly the work of the con- 


- ference. She spoke particularly of the necessity of 


arousing women to the importance of post-war prob- 
lems and said the Commission would present resolu- 
tions to improve the status of women. She concluded 
her statement as follows: 

“Before the war there were 44 countries in Europe, 
Asia, Australia and America that had woman suffrage 
and the American republies there are seven— 
Brazil, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Savador, Ecua- 
dor, United States and Uruguay. In addition, Chile 
and Peru 
tions and Chile has the distinction of having had one 
woman mayor in its principal city, Santiago. In almost 
all the countries the women have held important gov- 
ernment posts and a few diplomatic posts. In of 
them women are prominent in literature, art and sci- 
ence, in spite of the unjustifiable conditions of inequal- 
ity that still prevail. 

“These delegates came to Washington to attend this 
conference, in spite of the dangers of travel in war- 
time because they were convinced that the present hour 
demands the ging and 1412 cooperation of 
women in all lines of activity to 
reconstruction of the world of tomorrow women may 
enter into their full rights in the public life of our 
nations as an integral part of our nationalities. 

“Thus we shall avoid the tragedy of a new war; we 

shall help men to find practical ways of preventing 
the downfall of the ideals of harmony among nations. 
We shall put forth our best efforts in the great work of 
reorganizing the world in order to secure its salvation 
and to assure the dignity of mankind before history 
and before God.” 

Sefiora Elena de Gonzales of Cuba, who has been a 
member of the Commission for the longest time, spoke 
of the two fields of work that the Commission must do 
—the field of research so that proper compilation of 
legal, social and cultural data on women may be avail- 
able; and the more intangible field of action required 
to vivify the interest of all groups of women in their 
own status. This, she said, requires the intensive work 
of each delegate in her own country, work through the 
national group and through the comprehensive super- 
structure of the Commission. 

Sefiora de Lozada of Bolivia spoke briefly of the 
status of women in each of the countries comprising 
the Commission. : 


— 


mo ate? 


2 


flicted day by day require the intelligent and unflaggi 
cooperation of women in all lines of activity. The Com 
mission has met in general assembly in order to in- 
crease this | and to discuss women’s | 
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Mother’s Day--May 14, 1944 


By KATHERINE DEVEREAUX BLAKE 


Through the centuries the work of women of the 
entire world has been unpaid, undervalued, even de- 
spised, yet they have given to the world each new 
generation and trained them through those early and 
most impressionable years of the child that stamp 
what manner of man or woman they will be in adult 
life. No work that men can do compares in importance 
with this work of the women, so long unappreciated. 

Now for the past thirty-one years the work of mothers of 
America is honored every year on the second Sunday of May, 
as Mother’s Day. Proclaimed for the first time in 1913, Mother’s 
Day is now observed all over the world. 

This year the mothers all over the world should honor on 
that day, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the greatest woman that 
America has yet produced. Indeed she may well be considered 
the greatest woman of the whole world, for she was the first 
leader of the most wonderful revolution of the world, the 
revolt of women against their age-long oppression. It was she 
who first demanded the right to vote and all the other rights 


children, all of 
whom became honored men and women. She did her best to 
end the miserable practice of bandaging babies so tightly that 
they were wretched and cried most of the time. In her work for 
woman suffrage she often was obliged to travel, and frequently 


“I know the care of one child made me thoughtful of 
all. I never hear a child cry, now, that I do not feel 

ve on rs many expe- 
riences with babies. One day, in the car, a child was 
crying near me, while the ts were alternately 
shaking and slap it. As last, I heard the father say 
in a spiteful tone: ‘If you don’t stop I'll throw you out 

of the window.’ One na hesitates about inter- 
fering, but at length I said: ‘Let me take your child 
and see if I can find out what ails it.’ ‘Nothing ails it 
but a bad temper,’ said the father.” 


Mrs. Stanton looked the baby carefully over to find if its 
clothes were too tight or whether pins were sticking into it. 
Then she looked at the child’s feet. The little boots were at least 
one size too small. She held the little cold feet in her hand, 
rubbed them tly till they were warm and the poor little baby 
fell asleep. en the baby was comfortable she said: “Let me 
give you one rule: When your child cries, remember it is telling 
2 as well as it can, that something hurts it, either outside or 

, and do not rest until you find what it is.” Once when a 
stranger asked her if she knew anything about babies, her 
smiling answer was: “That is a department of knowledge on 
which I especiall 2 myself.” I wish I could tell you how 
many babies she helped in her long journeys. She was a mother 
to the whole world. 


Wherever Mother’s Day is celebrated, mothers should remem- 
ber that they owe to Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the women 
who follo her leadership, all the rights and privileges that 
they happily share today. If she was here today she would tell 
you to write to your Representative and to your Senator and 
ask them to demand at once the immediate passage of the 


Equality Amendment for Men and Women to our Constitution. 


“Epic News” Approves Equal Rights Amendment 
Soon “Mother’s Day” will come again. Of course, you can and 
will remember her with the usual card or box of candy or other 
personal gift. 

reise resent that she will value 
all the days of her life and it won't cost you a cent. Only a 
little future effort in a good cause. Just say or write to her: 


Mother, have done a lot for me. I think you are as valu- 
able a member of society as I am. Therefore you should have 
and enjoy the same economic as well as political rights that I, 


your son, — To help you get them, I want you to know that 
I will henceforth advocate the passage of the National Woman’s 


Party Equal Rights Amendment for equal constitutional status 
for men and women now before congress.” 
From “The Epic Newe,” 1201 105th Ave., Oakland, Cal.) 


Cathie Chasech: 


To Equal Rights Amendment? 


REPLY IN PART 


7 2 Middletown, Delaware, April 11, 1944. 
To Epiror or QUIZ QUESTIONS 
Sunday Visitor 

Having just read your article in the current Sunday Visitor 
against the Equal Rights Amendment, I am writing this to 
express my indignation at your unjust and untrue statement 

the membership of St. Joan’s Society. Let me say, 
t now and here, if this is a sample of the mis-information 

u give out, it would be well for you to acquaint yourself with 

before you publish more fables. 

I notice that your paper often takes issue with other denomi- 
national publications upon the grounds of intolerance and wil- 
ful distortion of facts. I am advising you to watch yours, since 
they come from a paper representing Catholic thought, which 


is my religion. 

You must be in a tion to realize that neither the Hier- 
archy, the Clergy nor the Laity are of one thought on the Equal 
Rights Amendment. No matter where you choose to draw the 
line there is much latitude given in this question. Long since 
some of the members of the National Woman’s Party in this 
State consulted Catholic authority regarding the objections of 
certain Catholic women’s organizations. The Bishop of Dela- 
ware and the Vicar General of the Diocese are well acquainted 
with the prejudices prevailing and do not coincide with such 
views. Likewise, there are other Church Dignitaries elsewhere, 
who do not share your views or animosities. 

For your information (if you desire to be informed) I will 
acquaint you with true facts regarding the 1122 of the 
St. Joan’s Society. Catholic women believing in Eq Rights 
are the officers and members. These are representative of the 
highest moral, religious and social standing in the various com- 
munities in which they reside. They believe and know there is 
nothing in Equality of legal status under the United States 
Constitution that would endanger the morality or Catholic faith. 
They intend to support the enactment of such legislation because 
just legislation is never wrong. Had the Suffrage Amendment 
giving women the vote, been interpreted as all persons supposed 

would be, equal constitutional rights would now have been the 
natural result. It was the decision by the Comptroller General 
that women were not “persons” which created the present situ- 
ation. Women woke up to the great injustice of such a situa- 


tion. That is, many did, although some still prefer to be slum- 


We who have labored in state legislatures know how insecure 
state laws are. One legislature can abrogate the acts of a 
former one. We propose to correct a great injustice practiced 
against half of the citizens of the United States by effecting 
a constitutional c Women of all races and religions are 
working together to effect this end. 

During the Woman Suffrage Campaign many Catholic 
believed in Suffrage. There were, however, many others of 
clergy who argued against women voting. Even Cardinal Gib- 
bons disapproved, but did not use his high office to defeat the 
proposal. Many cited opposition on the very same grounds that 
you take in your paper. I traveled all over this country during 
that period. Many women told me of the pulpit scoldings they 
listened to from priests. In one place (in this state) women told 
me of the outrageous temper-tantrums of some Catholic cl 
3 Now, Nuns are urged to go to the 

vo 

Is it 9 that the red herring” of women not having 
souls is gged out of the skeleton’s closet to confront us? 
Some day, such opposition will be looked upon as disgraceful. 
Many Catholic women think it is so RIGHT NOW. 


Very 
(Signed) Marie T. Lockwood, 
Delaware Chairman, National Woman's Party. 


The Amy C. Ransome Memorial Library 


On Saturday, March 25th, 1944, the Amy C. Ransome Memo 
rial Library of the Woman Movement was dedicated, at the 
Headquarters of the National Woman's Party, at 1147 South 
B way, Los Angeles, Calif. Florence Updegraff, author, was 
the principal speaker. Guests of honor were Mrs. Neenah Hast- 
ings Lesseman, California State Chairman, and Mrs. Katherine 
Boyle, formerly Secretary-Treasurer of the World Woman’s 
Party at Geneva. Contributions of books by and about women 


are welcomed. Mrs. GRACE ROSENTHAL, 
Mrs. Lucy Rice WINKLER, Mrs. JOSEPHINE TERRILL. 
Chairman, Endorsing Organizations. 


bl — 
| 
under the law that belong not merely to men but to all the 
human beings in a country. 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton was also a marvelous mother in 
— 
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“Ladies Now And Then” 


By MARIE MANNING GASCH (Beatrice Fairfax) 
Reviewed by GAETA WOLD BOYER 


One of the liveliest, most readable books on feminism 
that recent years have brought forth is Marie Manning 
Gasch’s “Ladies Now and Then.“ It is delightful, be- 
cause, though definitely a feminist book, written by a 
feminist, from a feminist viewpoint, it neatly avoids 
the stigma of propaganda. 

The story is autobiographical, written by one who 
has experienced the handicaps due to Blackstone’s 
famous “defect of sex.” It is the story of a woman’s 
struggle to get along in a man’s world, yet it does not 
shriek of injustice or sob out a tale of persecution. 
Facts speak plainly but amusingly for themselves. 
Always the saving ray of wit and humor lifts her 
story out of the venom and bitterness that so often 
accompany tales of “female frustration.” Maybe that’s 
because Miss Manning was so successful in the jour- 
nalistic world in spite of “the defect.” 


Miss Manning takes the reader from the time when woman 
suffrage was in the humble petticoat stage—or, since it was so 
shocking, maybe I should say the pantalet stage—till it reached 
its full dinner dress stage and the subject of lively 
discussion and championship in effete drawing rooms. 

The book is replete with quaint epoch-making incidents that 
encourage one to believe that the mental conception of women as 

ns really has changed in the past half century. None can 
fail to be delighted by such quaint characters as the old south- 
ern colonel who pronounced the dictum that “a lady’s name 
should appear only twice in the newspapers, and then with only 
two or three lines: Once when she bestows her hand in marriage 
on a favored gentleman, and again when she is laid to rest 
among her forefathers.” (The dominant male still in the ascen- 
dency.) Or the judge (male, of course) who committed an actress 
to evue to examined for sanity because she persisted in 
smoking cigarettes. 

This book will delight Washi nians particularly as the 
author herself is not one of the here-today-gone-tomorrow ilk. 
Stemming from one of the cave-dweller families, she writes 
entertainingly of the circle into which she was born and leavens 
it with comments on the political circle into which her news- 
paper job pl her. She makes quick, clean-cut delineations 
of celebrities who to this generation have become almost mythi- 
cal—Horace Greeley, Russell Sa Grover Cleveland, Sarah 
Bernhardt, Hetty Green, Frank tzer—enlivening portraits 
dashed off in humorous vein. 

With a tolerant pen she lays before you the picture of a 
vanished or vanishing age so kindly and naturally that you 
hardly realize she is diagramming the whole woman movement 
from the time when chivalrous men divided women into two 
classes, “sex and servants,” through the struggles for the vote 
and up to the present day when the world more and more is 

izing how greatly women are hampered by the hang-over of 


old ideas and ideals. 

The young Washington with a flair for story telling who 
arrested the attention o e great Arthur Brisbane, went 
through the whole gamut of straight news reporting; column 
writing as Beatrice Fairfax, which started the vogue for advice 
columns, though she proudly claims that her column never 
became sloppy sob stuff for the lovelorn; authoring several 
books and magazine stories; an ideal home life and rearing of 
a family; lively experiences in the suffrage campaign when 
pick with the National Woman’s Party; bouts with the s 
market in which she came out loser, and a subsequent return 
to newspaper work. 

One feels that the girl who described the imposing Mr. 
Brisbane, to his subsequent delight, as the man “with a two- 
story forehead and a face that looks as if he had put it away 
wet in a box with a lot of other things” was always ready to 
find her own amusing explanations for the “wrinkles and 
crinkles” in life and to take them with a smile. 


East Bay (California) Branch Of The N. W. P. 


The East Bay Branch (Cal.) of the N. W. P. has 
endorsed Mrs. Charlotte W. La Posee for the Cali- 
fornia State Assembly Representative from the 16th 
District, it is announced by Mrs. Lile K. Olsen, presi- 
dent of the Branch. 


Important Message To The American 
Association Of University Women 


(Editor’s Note: A member of the A. A. U. W. has 
2 2 whose name appears on the plaque in 
for — vote jor in New York State. 

393 State Street, Albany 6, N. T., 
January 24, 1944. 
Dear Fellow Member of the A. A. U. W.: 

A bill now before Congress reads: Equality of 
rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any state on account of 
sex L 


Vet our bulletin amazingly states that the A. A. U. W. 
still opposes the Equal Rights Amendment. 

After the vote was secured for the women of the 
United States a puzzling thing occurred: many women 
though availing themselves of the franchise proceeded 
to oppose the extension of equality under the law to 
other women. They were, I think, sincere in believing 
that other women might be better “protected” without 
equality; but this was the same argument used previ- 
ously by those who opposed giving the vote to women: 
an argument inspired by a kind instinct if also by a 
bewildered sense of justice. | 

In New York State, where comparatively few of us 
are incommoded by inequalities or even aware of them, 
one thing “protection” means is that if you should take 
boarders or do sewing for pay in your own house your 
husband, were he so disposed, would be upheld by the 
law in taking possession of your earnings for what- 
ever use he wished to make of them. 

On the statute books of the states of the United 
States there are 1041 laws discriminating against wo- 
men because they are “female” whereas there exists 
not 1 law discriminating against men because they 
are 

In Mrs. Roosevelt's article in the January Readers 
Digest she declares it a false chivalry which insists 
that women be protected from war hazards and hard- 
ships even against their own wishes,” and “This idea 
of sheltering women is a short-sighted policy.” I quote 
the above, not because the opinion of one individual 
should be more influential than that of another, but to 
show that time and reflection bring about changes in 
viewpoint. 

I do not know if the stand taken by the A. A. U. W. 
has ever been acted upon, discussed or even referred 
to this or to any other local group, but if the individual 
members find that the pronouncement does not repre- 
sent our present viewpoint on the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment it is high time to set that straight rather than to 
submit longer to the statement made by a centrally 
appointed committee that the A. A. U. W. still op- 


poses it. 

Besides informing the central committee that the 
statement does not represent our viewpoint we should 
also inform our two Senators and our Congressmen 
in Washington that we desire to have this long delayed 
measure of justice brought to fulfillment, | 

Faithfully yours, 
ALICE MORGAN WRIGHT. 


Discrimination And Law 


By ALVIN JOHNSON 


men’s hearts by legislation, it is said. True: 
w striking at men’s hearts becomes a dead 


You can’t 
and therefore a 


letter, or worse. Consider the monumental and disastrous fail- 
ures of governments to control religion. 

But you can change men’s mores by legislation. The mores 
are a social, not a personal phenomenon. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


Equal Pay For Equal Work 


time has come when almost everyone in theory 
at least acknowledges the justice of equal pay for 
equal work. Women workers want this principle ap- 
plied because they have proved again and again that 
they can take over so-called men’s jobs and can carry 
them on as efficiently and often more efficiently than 
men. Men are beginning to understand that unless 
equal pay for equal work becomes the basic standard, 
competent, skilled women, working at lower wages 
will play havoc with men’s jobs and men’s wage scales. 
For this reason most labor unions are standing by the 
principle of equal pay for comparable work and have 
supported equal pay bills in State Legislatures. 

The War Labor Board almost at once announced 
equal pay for equal work as its policy, but without the 
support of women’s organizations, labor unions, 
enlightened public opinion the application of the policy 
would have been impossible. So strong has been the 
tradition that women are weaker, inferior workers, 
so strong has been the prejudice against them among 
employers and men employees, and so eager have em- 
ployers been to keep available a low-wage group that 
all sorts of obstacles have been put in the way of 
carrying out this policy. | 

The most frequent and the most deceptive obstacle 
is the contention that women do not do and cannot 
do comparable work. It is said that in order to utilize 
women workers many operations have been broken 
down into simpler jobs. Employers like to call them 
women’s jobs and lower the wage scale. Generally 
this readjustment of operations has increased efficiency 
and speeded up work and is part of the gearing of 
industry for war production. Today dexterity and 
precision are qualities more valuable in employees than 
great physical strength, for machinery can do the 
heavy work in most instances better than manpower. 
Therefore the old argument of women’s lack of physical 
strength no longer holds, and their nimble fingers, 
sharp eyes, and painstaking work are assets which 
cannot be denied. 

Vet the label of women's jobs“ still persists to the 
disadvantage of women and eventually to the dis- 
advantage of men who in time will have these so- 
called women’s jobs turned over to them at the lower 
women’s wage. Wise labor unions, among them the 
United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers of 
America, have been doing their utmost in negotia- 
tions to eliminate the classification of jobs as women’s 
jobs and to establish equality for women in skill, learn- 
ing time, responsibility, and so on. 

A symposium of statements of industrial, business, 


and labor leaders on equal pay for comparable work, 


published in the Independent Woman (April, 1944) 
shows overwhelming sentiment in favor of this just 
principle with the exception of the Group Relations 
Department Director of the National Association of 
Manufacturers, who, while professing to believe in 
the principle, points out the difficulties which might 
be encountered in measuring comparable jobs and the 
reasons which in his opinion make it impossible for 
women to do comparable work. Actually no two men 
would do comparable work if measured by his meticu- 
lous standards. 

While there are many fair-minded business men who 
see the justice of equal pay for equal work, they are 


Florence Bayard Hilles Library 
MARY ELIZABETH DOWNEY, Librarian 
Mrs. Dora G. Ogle has recently compiled four valu- 


able scrapbooks about the woman movement, which 


are now kept on the long table in the Library where 
visitors and others interested may refresh their memo- 
ries of the past. 


The first scrap book, “The Story of the Suffrage 


Campaign, 1914-1919,” consists of pictures and car- 


toons, as given in The Suffragist between those dates, 
when the movement was dramatic and militant. Most 
of the cartoons are by Nina E. Allender. 


The second book is a compilation of photographs 
with short biographical sketches of the “Chairmen 
of the National Council.” The third volume shows 
the various Headquarters of the N. W. P. and signifi- 
cant events related to each. Few present day workers 
in the movement realize that the first Headquarters 
opened in a basement room at 1420 F Street N. W., 
in 1913, was followed by the second at Cameron House, 
21 Madison Place, which was occupied from 1915-1918. 
The next move was across Lafayette Square to the 
old Sickles House on Jackson Place, where we re- 
mained until Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont generously pur- 
chased the historic “Brick Capitol” on the corner of 
Maryland Avenue and First Street N. E., facing the 
Capitol, used as our Headquarters until sold to the 
Government as the site for the United States Supreme 
Court. The fifth and present Headquarters, at 144 B 
Street N. E., purchased in 1929, was named “Alva 
Belmont House.” The fourth scrap book refers wholly 
to “Alva Belmont House.” 

Being included in the weekly publication, “What To 
See In Washington,” a guide for tourists, brings a 
constant flow of visitors from all parts of the United 
States and also from foreign lands. 


not going to pay women higher wages unless they 
have to. Already some companies who have completed 
their war contracts and returned to normal production 
have given an indication of what may be in store for 
women unless they take concerted action. These com- 
panies have let all their war-contract employees go 
and have rehired them, paying women half the rate 
given men for the same job. 

Professional women have made less progress than 
women in industry in achieving equal pay for equal 


-work. In the teaching profession, in social work, in 
stenographic and secretarial work, in bookkeeping, in 


operating office machines and the telegraph, wage dif- 
ferentials between men and women are astounding. 
This will continue unless women redouble their efforts 
to remedy the situation, and the matter is in their 
hands, for there are three times as many women teach- 
ers as men, fifteen times as many stenographers, and 
twice as many so¢ial workers. 

Women must make every effort to safeguard their 
gains. Union membership will help them, equal pay 
laws such as those in Washington, Illinois, Michigan, 
and New York, and the Equal Rights Amendment will 
help them, and they can help themselves by keeping 
informed and by working together. Under no circum- 
stances should they allow themselves to be persuaded 
that in order to keep their jobs they must undercut 
men. 


— 
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